Expectations are building up for seventh Dunlop 24H of Dubai

GENNEP (April 19th, 2011) – Although the race itself is still more than eight months away, preparations for the seventh running of the Dunlop 24H of Dubai, the first international endurance race of the year for touring cars, GTs and 24H specials, have already started. In 2012, the race at the Dubai Autodrome, organised by Dutch agency CREVENTIC in co-operation with the DNRT, will be held on January 12th, 13th and 14th. “Organising such a race means that we are working all year long”, says Gerrie Willems on behalf of CREVENTIC. “We are always looking for ways to improve our event, we are talking with the teams and trying to offer them the best possible travel arrangements and conditions.”

This year’s sixth running of the Dunlop 24H of Dubai was a huge success. There was a full grid with 85 cars and the battle for overall victory, podium positions and good class results went on for a long time, in some categories even until the closing stages of the race. The ‘balance of performance’ turned out to work fine, giving as many teams as possible the chance to compete for a good result in the hotly contested A6 category. With the victorious Need for Speed-Schubert BMW Z4 GT3 followed by the AF Corse Ferrari 430 GT2, the Black Falcon Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG GT3 and the tolimit Arabia-Porsche 911 GT3 R, four different cars ended up on the first four places in the overall results and this variety is what race fans want to see!

Footage from this year’s race in Dubai can be seen in the latest edition of the popular “Need for Speed” video game with the winning BMW Z4 of Claudia Hürtgen, Augusto Farfus, Edward Sandström and Tommy Milner, run by the eponymous Need for Speed-Schubert team, taking centre stage. Another way to savour the action of this year’s event is the 52 minutes’ race summary on DVD, which has just been released with commentary in six different languages (Dutch, English, French, German, Italian and Spanish). A 15 minutes’ trailer can be watched on the website www.24hdubai.com, where the DVD can also be ordered online.

And talking about video games: the overall winner of the third edition of Sony’s GT Academy, a virtual race competition in ten European countries, will get a fully supported drive in the 2012 Dunlop 24H of Dubai with a RJN Motorsport-run Nissan 370Z. Previous winners of the GT Academy have already made their way in international motorsport.

For the 2012 Dunlop 24H of Dubai, the classes will largely remain the same as in this year’s event, with the classes A1 (up to 1600 cc), A2 (1600-2000 cc and turbo engines up to 1600 cc), A3T (turbo engines up to 2600 cc), A4 (2000-3000 cc) and A5 (3000-3500 cc) catering for touring cars with petrol engines, D1 (up to 2000 cc) and D2 (2000-3000 cc) for diesel-powered touring cars, dedicated classes for the Porsche 996 and Porsche 997 Cup cars, the SP2 class for special cars and silhouettes, the SP3 class for GT4 cars and the A6 category accommodating all other GT machinery.

In order to making participation in the Dunlop 24H of Dubai more attractive for teams with smaller cars, the organisers are offering a special entry fee for teams in the A1, A2, A3T and D1 categories, who are paying 7,310 Euros instead of the regular fee of 7,950 Euros. This entry fee can be reduced even further if teams from the categories mentioned above can arrange between them for three cars to be loaded into one transport container. If this is the case, the entry fee, including transportation costs, is only 6,000 Euros per car. More information can be found on the event website: www.24hdubai.com
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